CHAPTER XXII.   OESAR AND POMPEY

THE FIRST TRIUMVIRATE
R had taken his departure for Spain before Pompey's return. In
that province he availed himself of some disturbances on the Lusitanian
border to declare war against that gallant people. He overran their country,
and turned his arms against the Galisecians, who seem to have been unmo-
lested since the days of Dec. Brutus. In two campaigns he became master
of spoils sufficient not only to pay off a great portion of his debts, but also
to enrich his soldiery. There can be no doubt that he must have acted
with great severity to wring these large sums from the native Spaniards;
indeed he never took thought for the sufferings of people not subject to
Roman sway. But he was careful not to be guilty of oppression towards the
provincials ; and his rule in the Spanish provinces was long remarked for
its equitable adjustment of debts due to Roman tax-collectors.&
Caesar, who by expeditions against the Lusitanians had, as he considered,
gained sufficient materials for a triumph, and was anxious to obtain the con-
sulate, hastened home when the time of the elections was at hand (60). As
there was no room for delay, he applied to the senate for permission to enter
the city before his triumph in order to canvass the people ; but Cato and
his friends opposing, it was refused. Caesar, who was not a man to sacrifice
the substance for the show, gave up the triumph; and entering the city-
formed a coalition with L. Lucceius, a man of wealth who was also a candi-
date, of which the terms were that Lucceius should distribute money in his
own and Osesar's name conjointly, and Caesar in like manner give him a
share in his influence. The nobles, when they saw this coalition, resolved
to exert all their interest in favour of M. Calpumius Bibulus, the other
candidate, and, with even Cato's consent, authorised him to offer as high as
Lucceius, engaging to raise the money among them. Bibulus therefore
was elected with Caesar, whose daring projects the senate thus hoped to
restrain.
Casar, who well knew the character of Pompey, resolved to make him
and Crassus t\a ladder of his ambition. He represented to them how
absurd their jealousy and enmity was, which only gave importance to such
people as Cato and Cicero ; whereas if they three were united they might
command the state. They saw the truth of what he said, and each blinded
by his vanity and ambition, expecting to derive the greatest advantage from
it, agreed to the coalition; and thus was formed a triumvirate, as it is
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